
 

 

 

 THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

December 6 & 7, 2025 

St. Charles Borromeo Parish 

707 Eagle Street, P. O. Box 130, Genoa, WI 54632 

 Website: www.stcharlesgenoa.org            

Parish Office: 608-689-2642; Email: office@stcharlesgenoa.org    

Parochial Administrator:  Fr. Timothy Reither 

treither@diolclergy.org\

 

Mass Schedule & Intentions for December 8 - 14 2025 

12/08/25 Monday Immaculate Conception  8:15 AM    † Dave Donovan  

  Holy Day Masses     7:00 PM    † Richard Kaczmarowski 

12/09/25 Tuesday     8:00 AM    † Janie Cina 

12/10/25         Wednesday      NO MASS 

12/11/25          Thursday     NO MASS       

12/12/25 Friday       8:00 AM    † Linda Kathleen Pedretti    

12/13/25 Saturday      4:00  PM    † Francis E. Stanek  

12/14/25 Sunday      9:30 AM       People of St. Charles   

 

Ministry Volunteers Lector 
Mon. Dec. 08:  7:00 PM:  Travis Klinkner 

Sat.   Dec. 13:  4:00  PM:  Kathy Pedretti 

Sun.  Dec. 14:  9:30 AM:  Tim Gillespie 

 

Servers 

Mon. Dec. 08:  7:00 PM:  Liam, Brad & Henry Klinkner  

Sat.   Dec. 13:  4:00  PM:  Volunteers 

Sun.  Dec. 14:  9:30 AM:  Perpetual, Felicity, Abigail & 

William Mitchell  

 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 

Sun. Dec. 14: 9:30 AM: Marj Gillespie  

 

Sacrificial Giving Tabulation 

Mon. Dec. 08:  Priscilla Martin; Marian Naegle; Linda 

Pedretti  

Mon. Dec. 15:  Conrad & Nancy Kirby; Keith 

Magnuson  

 

Ushers (December 2025)) 

Saturday:  John Nicklay & Tim Woodhouse 

Sunday:    Conrad Kirby, Tom Urbanek & Chris Stokke 

 

Prayer Requests   

Call 608-689-2642 - requests will be passed to  

Father Reither & over 20 “prayer warriors” on the prayer 

chain. 

 
 

 

 

 

Sacraments and Prayer 
 

Church Hours 

The church is open every day from 7 AM - 7 PM. 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   

Saturdays:       3:15 PM: 3:45 PM  

Sundays:         8:45 AM: 9:15 AM 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

1st Fridays: After the 8 AM Mass 

 

Baptism   

Contact parish at least 2 months prior:  

608-689-2642 

 

Marriage: Contact parish at least 6 months prior to the 

wedding to schedule a date and preparation meeting with 

the parish priest. 

 

Anointing of the Sick and Homebound   

Inform the parish office at (608) 689-2642 if someone is 

seriously ill and needs the Sacrament of the Anointing of 

the Sick. 

 

Sacrificial Giving; November 29 & 30, 2025 
Estimated Weekly Need  $7,032.69 

Adult Envelopes     $1,435.00            

Plate    $   156.00 

Christmas Flowers  $     30.00     

Total    $1,621.0

http://www.stcharlesgenoa.org/
mailto:office@stcharlesgenoa.org.


 

From the Desk of Father Reither 
 

“Be still, and know that I am God. 

I am exalted among the nations, 

    I am exalted in the earth!” – Psalm 46:10 

 
Silence is an essential part of our spiritual health and a major theme of the Advent season. Without silence, it is 

almost impossible to discern where God is at work in our lives or what He may be asking of us. However, we 

should not confuse God’s holy silence with mere quiet or the absence of sound. One could be in complete quiet 

and still have their mind filled with a cacophony of meandering thoughts and concerns each crying out for 

attention. Likewise, one could be surrounded by all the hustle and bustle and noise of the city, but in their heart, 

they are still and collected.  

 

Don’t get me wrong, it is helpful to remove distractions as much as possible to help us enter into the silence of 

our hearts, but it is not the whole of it. To enter into God’s silence, one must sacrifice their own thoughts and 

desires to focus their mind on God and what He may be speaking to them in that very moment. It is also to be 

conscience of the Presence of God. When two good friends are together it is not always necessary to say 

something, simply knowing that you are together is enough.  
 

Likewise, with God, it is not always necessary that we have to get through a “to do” list in our prayer, but it is enough 

simply to know that we are in the presence of God and to be attentive to Him in the silence. Silence is also an intentional 

part of the celebration of the Mass as well. Again, it is tempting at times to think that we must “fill up” any time of silence 

during Mass with music or spoken prayer, but the General Instruction on the celebration of the Mass also includes specific 

times when we are directed to enter into the silence during Mass to hear God speak.  

 

I am going to try to be more intentional with these times of silence in the celebration of the Mass especially during this 

Advent season. See below the excepts from the instruction on the Celebration of the Mass.  

 

May God bless, Fr. Reither  

 

Silence 

45. Sacred silence also, as part of the celebration, is to be observed at the designated times.  Its purpose, however, depends 

on the time it occurs in each part of the celebration. Thus within the Act of Penitence and again after the invitation to pray, 

all recollect themselves; b after Communion, they praise and pray to God in their hearts. but at the conclusion of a reading 

or the homily, all meditate briefly on what they have heard; then 

after Communion, they praise and pray to God in their hearts. 

 

Even before the celebration itself, it is commendable that silence to be observed in the church, in the sacristy, in the 

vesting room, and in adjacent areas, so that all may dispose themselves to carry out the sacred action in a devout and 

fitting manner. 

 

54. …the priest invites the people to pray.  All, be conscious of the fact that they are in God’s presence and may formulate 

their petitions mentally… 

 

B. The Liturgy of the Word 

56. The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to promote meditation, and so any sort of haste that 

hinders recollection must clearly be avoided. During the Liturgy of the Word, it is also appropriate to include brief periods 

of silence, accommodated to the gathered assembly, in which, at the prompting of the Holy Spirit, the word of God may 

be grasped by the heart and a response through prayer may be prepared. It may be appropriate to observe such periods of 

silence, for example, before the Liturgy of the Word itself begins, after the first and second reading, and lastly at the 

conclusion of the homily.  

 



 

ST. CHARLES PARISH NEWS 

 

Bake Sale: Bake Sale items will be available 

for purchase during Fellowship Sunday (this 

weekend), December 7.  The proceeds will go 

towards supporting future retreats to Eagles 

Bluff for our St. Charles 4th, 5th, and 6th 

graders. 

 

CCD:  Kindergarten – 5th Grade:  Sunday, 

December 14th at 8:15 AM; Middle 

School/High School:  Wednesday, December 

10th at 6:30 PM. 

 

ST. CHARLES SCHOOL NEWS & 

EVENTS 

 

Christmas Concert and Art Show:  Do you 

see what I see? Do you hear what I hear? The 

St. Charles School children will sing from their 

hearts as they imagine what happened on that 

first blessed Christmas morn. How did Joseph 

feel? Did Mary know just how special her little 

baby would grow up to be? What did the 

shepherds think as their peaceful night was 

interrupted by choirs of angels?! And that star - 

wow! 

 

Please come and see and hear for yourselves. 

Join us on Tuesday, December 16, at 7:00 PM 

in our school gym. Come early and enjoy seeing 

their beautiful and creative art work in the halls 

too!  If you can't make it, it will also be 

livestreamed and can be found on our facebook 

page! 

 

Scrip Gift Cards:  The holidays are fast  

approaching! From finding the perfect gift to 

taking a break from the hustle and bustle of the 

holidays, there’s a gift card for every need.  

Earn money back for the St. Charles PTO by 

purchasing gift cards. Order forms are in the 

vestibule and orders for physical gift cards are 

due back by December 12th. The cards will 

arrive before Christmas. As always, you can use 

the RaiseRight app to buy and use electronic 

gift cards immediately. Contact Megan Olson 

with questions. Questions: 

 Mjtrussoni@gmail.com or 608-385-7815.  

 

3K (3-year old Kindergarten):  St. Charles 

School is excited to announce the reopening of 

a 3K (3-year-old Kindergarten) program for the 

coming school year! Potential students must be 

3 years old by September 1st to start at the 

beginning of the school year, or turn 3 by 

January 23 to begin at the start of the second 

semester. There will be 3-day or 5-day options. 

Please call the school office (608-689-2642) to 

let us know of your  

interest, or pass the information along to 

someone who may be interested. Come join our 

school family! 

 

The Second-Hand Shack:  The Second-Hand    

Shack is located in the log cabin building at the 

intersection of South Avenue and 13th Street, La 

Crosse. They donate a portion of her profits to 

local non-profits, including St. Charles PTO. 

Parishioners can drop off clean, gently used 

items. The PTO benefits through your 

purchases, volunteer hours and 

donations. Please contact Sarah for donation 

times, acceptance and exclusions at (608) 615-

1005. 

 

NEWS FROM THE DIOCESE & OUR 

COMMUNITY 

 

English Lutheran Church - La Crosse, WI· 

Experience the true spirit of Christmas! 

Registration for #BethlehemEvent tours is now 

open to the public! Join us for a heartwarming 

journey, a celebration of love, hope, and joy! 

Explore the village of Bethlehem on the night of 

Christ's birth. Tours are scheduled every few 

minutes from noon-5:00 PM on December 13 

& 14. Click here: 

www.englishlutheran.org/bethlehem Walk ins 

will be accepted as we are able, so we highly 

encourage you to reserve your spot today! 

 

Mary, Mother of the Church parish will be 

holding their Cookie Walk & Craft Sale on 

Saturday, December 13th in the parish hall 

mailto:Mjtrussoni@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/englishlutheran?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWMzYMCwqyAEzH0OIcxYnzou4JZQsW3TI11JY6pu7r5V_GL5PgXv3g3sh_iaQWUWBPVM_z6AE3I7Mx6esmmk15CGJ4iagO92OeRu40MUd2Sj4QRX77XPY7uBNJjU6d5KundoZTG5HN3_U8X4d1Qfk3PZJMKqsC7ZYTdF8W7APDhcA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/bethlehemevent?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWMzYMCwqyAEzH0OIcxYnzou4JZQsW3TI11JY6pu7r5V_GL5PgXv3g3sh_iaQWUWBPVM_z6AE3I7Mx6esmmk15CGJ4iagO92OeRu40MUd2Sj4QRX77XPY7uBNJjU6d5KundoZTG5HN3_U8X4d1Qfk3PZJMKqsC7ZYTdF8W7APDhcA&__tn__=*NK-R
http://www.englishlutheran.org/bethlehem


 

located at 2006 Weston St., in La Crosse from 

7:30 AM – 1 PM.  Homemade cookies, candles, 

breads, pies, Scandinavian sweets, handcrafter 

items, Scrip gift cards and raffles are available 

for sale.  Serving breakfast (featuring egg bakes 

and cinnamon rolls) and lunch (homemade soup 

and chili).  Door Prizes every half hour. 

 

Karuna House (A La Crosse Non-Profit 

Helping to House the Homeless: Karuna 

House is holding the 2nd Annual Gala “A 

Home for the Holidays” event on Saturday, 

December 13 at the Radisson Hotel from 5:30 – 

11 PM.  This event will feature a cocktail 

reception, dinner, auctions, dancing and lots of 

fun surprises! 

 

All Day Confessions at the Cathedral:  There 

will be all day confessions at the Cathedral on 

Monday, December 22nd from 9 AM to 6 PM.  

There will be four to five priests available to 

hear confessions at any given time. 

 

La Crosse Jail Ministry (Chris Magnuson):  

the La Crosse Jail Ministry. When you give, 

you are giving a second chance to someone who 

has made some poor choices. When people are 

down, they need to find hope again.  The Jail 

Ministry helps residents find hope again, by 

teaching them to pray, to study the bible and to 

connect them with a Christian Community that 

can support them and lead them to a better 

tomorrow. Give or provide other support 

through our website 

at:  https://lacrossejailministry.org/support-us/  

Thank you! Chris Magnuson 

 

La Crosse SEEK January 29 – February 1, 

2026:  SEEK is a national conference for an 

encounter with God, personal transformation 

and growth in community!  This year it will be 

locally at UW-La Crosse Student Union.  

Experience the transforming love of Jesus 

through inspiring speakers, worship, and 

community!  SEEK is for everyone to attend:  

college students, families, and adults (under 18 

years old must be accompanied by an adult). 

The 4-day conference is adapted to fit most 

work and school schedules:  Thursday and 

Friday evenings, Saturday all day and 

Sunday morning.  The price is $50 for the 

entire event.  There will be an optional free 

childwatch on Saturday, January 31st. Please 

register on the Roncalli Newman or Blessed 

Sacrament website.   

 

Mary, Mother of the Church (2006 Weston 

S., La Crosse) is hosting a small discussion 

format and viewing the series The Search from 

Formed.org, a seven-part video-based spiritual 

experience.  The Search proclaims the Gospel in 

words that modern ears are ready to hear and 

images that modern eyes can’t help but see and 

remember.  It is hosted by the well-know 

Catholic evangelist Chris Stefanick and also 

features scientists, artists, philosophers, and 

other people from all walks of life proclaiming 

how their searches for meaning led them to 

Jesus and the Gospel.  The Search is not just 

meant to be watched – and it certainly not 

meant to watch alone.  That is why we will be 

meeting on Mondays from 6-7:30 PM 

beginning January 5th to watch, discuss, and 

truly benefit and grow from experiencing The 

Search.  No matter where someone is in their 

faith, all are welcome.  There is no cost! 

 

Parish Events Calendar 

Sun.  December 07:  Fellowship Sunday (including bake sale) 

Wed. December 10:  Middle School/High School CCD 6:30 PM 

Sun.  December 14:  Kindergarten – 6th Grade CCD 8:15 AM 

Tue.  December 16:  Christmas Concert/Art Show at 7 PM (Cafeteria) 

Sun.  December 14:  OCIA 10:45 - Noon  

Fri.   December 19: Penance Service 7-8pm 

 

https://lacrossejailministry.org/support-us/

